General experimental procedures
Optical rotation was determined with a Perkin-Elmer 341 polarimeter. NMR spectra were recorded in CDCl 3 on a Bruker Avance DRX 500 spectrometer, at 500 MHz ( 
Extraction and isolation
The plant material (roots, 1086 g) was freshly ground and extracted by percolation with 15.2 L MeOH. After evaporation in vacuo a concentrated, dry residue (40.6 g) was obtained.
This was separated by CC using aluminium oxide (17  90 cm) as stationary phase and a gradient system of cyclohexane- 70:30:1, 70:30:1.5, 70:30:2, 70:30:3, 70:30:5, 70:30:7, 70:40:10, 60:40:20 and 60:40:50 ; 3000, 6900, 2700, 1800, 3000, 2400, 2400, 1800, 2700, 5100 mL, respectively; volume of fractions: 300 mL). Crystalline material precipitated from fraction 10, eluted with cyclohexane-EtOAc-MeOH (70:30:1).
Recrystallization was carried out using cyclohexane-EtOAc 7:3, yielding ajacine (8) followed by PLC to obtain swatinine (4) (2.9 mg, amorphous solid) along with further amount of lycoctonine (7) (22.8 mg 
